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Among the evil tendencies of our nature, may be teckoned 
2 propensity to levity and thoughtlessness. We are na- 
turally averse to serious and sober reflection, are disinclined 
to fix our thoughts on subjects which are ‘great and import- 
ant, and to bring home to our minds, in their proper magni- 
tude, those things which are of the highest and most last- 
ing concern. Instead of this we would give ourselves up. 
io insignificant trifles, would allow them to occupy our 
time, to call forth our anxieties, and to possess that share of 
attention which is due only to things of eternal moment. 
While we boast of our reason, and regard ourselves as formed 
for a higher destiny than the beasts which perish, we should 
be happy to spend our lives in thoughtless and giddy mirth; 
we would give loose to idle fancy, and would devote our 
time to that which is vain and frivolous. ‘To that which is 
serious and sober, there is in us, naturally, a strong indispo- 
sition. ‘This propensity is more especially visible in the 
season of youth. At that period of life the pulse beats high, 
and the heart is full; the man is proverbially giddy and 
thoughtless ; he has not yet learned wisdom in the school ot 
adversity ; he has not been soured by disappointment, nor 
stung by the taunts and misusage of an unfeeling world. Com- 
paratively, nothing exists to cause him disquietude, or anxie- 
ty. Tis dreams of future good are even meye délightfiu than 
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1is present enjoyments, and he feels not the need of that re 
Jection, and caution, and prudence, which are exercised in 
more advanced years. Here is one cause of that thoughtless 
evity which we often witness in the young. But the pro- 
pensity to this, is, ¢erteinly, both wrong in 1 itself, and of 
nost unhappy tendency. It diverts the minds of those who 
‘ndulge it from things which are most deeply interesting and 
duportant; it prevents them from making provision for their 
‘uture and eterna! interest, and often plunges them into mis- 
thief and ruin. ‘This propensity is altogether unbecoming 
to them as rational beings, and is in many ways productive 
of most unhappy and pernicious effects. Hence did the 
apostle, with great propriety, direct ‘Titus fo exhort young 
men to be sober-minded. 

May I not hope that the imporfance of the subject wil! 
vender what I am about to say respecting it, interesting to 
‘he youthful readers of the Guardian, and righ cause them to 
peruse it with serious and careful attentiow? ‘To the writer 
of this article, nothing vould. be more plea asing, than to see 
ul young persons seiting exan iple s of sobriety ; nothing 
would afford him better evidence of their future t respectability. 
and usefulness, and happiness, than to’ behold them practis- 
tug this virtue. 

By sobriety we may understand in general, seriousness, 0} 
gravity. Itis opposed to a thoughtless and friv olous state o! 
mind, toa light and airy deportment. A sober person is in 
‘he habit of serious and useful reflection: he meditates much 
on the various subjects which concern him—on himself, the 
condition In which he is placed, the course of conduct which 
's proper for him to pursue, and the consequences which are 

ikely toresult from his actions. Me keeps in subjection the 
evil propensities of his nature, rememberig that the indul- 
yence of them is both crimina! and dangerous. He suffers 
not passion to gain the ascendency over his reason; nor is 
4c ever so borne away by the vehemeace of his desire es as to 
overlook the dictates of sound discretion. .You never wit- 
ness in him noisy and extravagant mirth. A beautiful uni- 
formity runs through his whole character; a pleasing con- 

istency marks the tenor of his conduct. He is by no means 
a stranger to cheerfulness: you may, perhaps, not unfre- 
yiently observe the smile of joy beaming in his countenance : 
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nit his rejoicing is kept within the bounds of moderativi: 
aud propriety : : in the midst of it he is not so far unmindt{u: 
of his condition as to forget his exposure to disappointment 
and sorrow. He is always careful not to indulge present 
mirth to such extent asto cause him future pain. He deems 
that pleasure too dearly purchased, which, in the end, must 
injure his health, his reputation, his interest, or his comfort. 
Such are the nature and the effects of sobriety. 

Now that the young should be sober-minded may be seen 
from many most obvious and weighty considerations. It 
they will reflect on themselves, they may know that they are 
frail and miserable creatutes; that they are also guilty before 
God, and under condemnation. Youth is indeed the season 
of sprightliness and vivacity, the season in which, if ever. 
men are free from pain and decripitude. But from how 
many sources are even the young admonished that they are 
weak and feeble, that their bodies are bodies of anh > Fron 
painful experience they may know, that they are constant], 
liable to pain, and disease, and death. While in n the full eu 
ioyment of health, they may be seized by wasting sickness ; 
the roses and the lilies may fall from their cheeks ; “théin 
beauty facie away, and their lives be brought down 'to the 
dust. It is only by continual attertion and -care that their 
bodies can be kept ina state of comfort; a little exertion 
gives them fatigue; the want of nourishment for a short pe- 
riod occasions them distress; and inconsiderable hardship 
overcomes their powers 5 a few hours of unaccustomed 
watching destroy theiv activity, deprive them of the use ot 
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all their faculties. From ail these 


solemn admonition, that they sprang irom the dust, and must 


soon return tothe dust again. But is not here a most sol- 
2mn and weig ghty reason why they should be sober-minded ° 
Is it becor ni ne + In a creature so frail and feeble. so constantly 


-oxposed to pain and disease, to indulge himself . thoughtless 
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ates Must not a proper sense of the frailty of his nature 
oxcite him to sobriety? That so ) many young ~ is are so 


tar destitute of this virtue, is, because so few are suitably im- 
pressed with a sense of their continua! exposure to sickness 
and to death. 
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But the young should know, that they are not only weak 
ind miserable, but also siniok—puilty before God; under 
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condemnation of his holy law. Proof of this they may find iw 
all the pains which they feel, in ach the sorrows and distresses 
which they witness. Wherever ey turn their eyes, they 
may see melanc holy evidence, ‘ka ‘th rey belong to a race of 
beings, subject deep moral pollution, ‘and under the dis- 
pleasure of their Creator. Ifthey will fix their thoughts on their 

own hearts, they may find in them innumerable evil propensi- 
ties and desires. If they will compare their characters with 

i¢ law of God, they may see t that they are chargeable with 
that abominable thing which his’soul hates—that hence they 
deserve his wrath and eurse. But how dreadful, how deeply 
affecting the consideration which is here presented! Fora 
creature to be opposed to God and subject to his holy dis- 
pleasure, 1 is a thing of most awful and tremendous import,— 
t is surely sufficient to fill the mind with the utmost solem- 
nity ; it needs only to be suitably realized to banish every de- 
tree of levity. ‘The thought that this is his character and 
condition, should excite in ‘the mind of every young person 
most sober reflection; should fill him with deep anxiety ; 
should destroy all relish for excessive mirth. Opposition to 
God is opposition to the greatest and best of beings; expo- 
Sure to his wrath is exposure to the greatest evil which a 
creature Can endure. It is impossible to conceive of consid- 
erations, more fully adapted than these, to cause any rational 
being to be sober-minded. 

‘Phe young should be excited to sobriety from considera- 
tion of the world in which they live. A moment’s reflection 
must teach them, that no view can be taken of the present 
world, which is at all favourable to their indulgence of levity. 
it was created by the Almighty for great and important 
purposes; it isa theatre on which his grace and his glory are 
most illustriously displayed ; ; a place where he is carrying on 
desiens of eternal importance, of inconceivable magnitude. 
iuvery thing connected with this world possesses great inte- 
rest ; every part of it, as well as every creature which it con- 
‘ains, was formed for some magnificent purpose, for some 
noble end. Here Yehovah has made illustrious displays of 
nis infinite perfections and glory. Here the eternal Son of 
God has lived, has suffered and died, and risen again, that he 
might redeem a race of ruined creatures, and make them ever- 
lasting secre megan of mercy and grace. ‘To accomplish: tlie 

penevolent designs which are here carrying omit the hosts of 
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heaven are constantly and actively employed. ‘To compre- 
hend the purposes of infinite wisdom which are here put in 
execution, has, from the beginning, employed the efforts of 
the highest order of created minds. All things in the wor id, 
the most inconsiderable, as well as the oreatest, are intended 
for some important end. Nothing exists fora trifling object. 
No event, from the crushing of an insect, to the fall of a king- 
dom, comes to pass without the ordering of infinite w isdom, 
or is unconnected with some serious, some great result. Ev- 
ery action of every individual is sure to be productive of con- 
sequences, which will give occasion for joy or for sorrow, per- 
haps long after the action itself shal! cease to be remembered. 
Such is the world in which we live. $ Surely it is no place for 
the indulgence of thoughtless levity. Let the most giddy 

youth reflect a moment en the magnificent designs for which 
the world was framed; on the preat and wonderful things 
which have taken place i in it, on the everlasting, the glorious 
purposes which are here accomplishing, and he will find suth- 

cient cause for him to be sober-minded.. ‘The chief end of ail 
things which we behold is to glorify God. ‘The young 

should remember, that while they give loose to’ excessive 
minh and laughter, the eternal designs of Jehovah are going 
on around them, tiat events are constantly brought to pass, 
in which angels feel a deep and solemn interest. 

But the world in which we live is a place of mourning and 
sorrow. Whatever may be our own condition at any period, 
we may, at every moment, know, that multitudes of our fellow 
men are in deep distress. According to the most probable 
estimates, there is never a minute of time in which some indi- 
vidual in the world does not close his.eyes in death. There 
is certainly neyer a minute, in which many are not suffering 
most agonizing painsand distresses. Almost innumerable 
causes are unceasingly at work to blast and destroy the com- 
forts and the hopes of man, and to make him miserable. 
The voice of lamentation is wafted on every breeze; the 
sighs and groans of the distressed salute our ears from ev ery 
quarter. From the infant in its cradle to the man of grey 
hairs, all are subject to sorrow and grief. Let the young 
keep in mind, that such is the world in which they live, and 
such the race of beings to which they belong, that while 
their hearts are filled with joy, others are stung with bitter 
13* 
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anguish ; that while they laugh, others mourn; that their 

own joy and laughter may soon ‘be turned into anguish and 
mourning. These thoughts should not fill them with melan- 
choly, but should check the excessive indulgence of mirth. 
They should feel, that surrounded as they are by the groans 
and sighs of the world, they should not give loose to thoughtless 
levity, should not pass their time in giddy mirth, but should 
cultivate feelings and habits of sobriety. 

‘The young may see that they should be sober-minded if 
they direct their thoughts to other worlds, and contemplate 
the invisible beings by whom they are surrounded, and who 
inspect their conduct. Some of these are holy, and others 
sinful; but all are sober. ‘There is no levity in heaven. 
Angels and the-spirits of just men made perfect are in the 
highest degree happy. ‘They continually rejoice in God: 
day and night they surround his throne with joy, and thanks- 
giving, and praise. ‘They are constantly filled with the 
highest rapture and delight. But their joy is altogether such 
as is becoming to holy and intelligent beings. Among them 
is seen nothing in any measure resembling that levity and 
vanity which men are strongly ¢ lisposed to indulge. All thei 
delights are pure; all their joys are holy; all their exercises 
and employments are serious and solemn. A blessed uni- 
formity and consistency run through all their feelings. 

The same is true of the world of misery. Their is no 
levity in hell. Though every creature: who abides in that 
dreary place is wholly. destitute of every thing which is good, 
is wholly given up to the control of malignant and wicked 
passions, is perfectly hateful and hating all that is good, still 
every one is sober,—the mind of every one is always occu- 
pied with that which is deeply interesting and important. 
ivery one remembers the state from which he has fallen, 
the blessings which he has lest, the privileges which he has 
misimproved; and bewails, with sad lamentation, the stu- 
pidity and folly which have caused his ruin. Every one is 
filled with gloom and distress, his countenance gathers 
blackness, as he anticipates that insupportable and endless 
misery which he knows is to be his pertion. But while 
all in heaven and all in hell are serious, shall we see rationa! 
creatures in the present world light and trifling? Have they 
less cause to be sober than the invisible beings, of whom. 
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{ have spoken? Let all.the young remember, that as they 
are at any moment liable to be removed from the world, so 
at any moment they mav be united to the society of holy and 
happy beings in the heavenly state, or to that of devils and 
damned spirits in the world of wo. But would they employ 
their tongues in uttering noisy mirth, or in singing trifling 
ballads, were they sensible that they might be suddenly called 
to take part with angels and saints in the song of Moses and 
the Lamb, or that they might be instantly placed where no- 
thing is heard but weeping and wailing and gnashing of 
teeth? The thought, that every one, of whatever character, 
will bid adieu to levity the moment he leaves the world— 
that whether he be happy or miserable he will certainly be 
sertous, is surely a strong reason why all should now be so- 
ber-minded. 


(To be continued.) 
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OBITUARY OF RHODA H——. 





Rhoda H was born at Liberty, in the State of New- 
York, on the 8th of June, 1811. In infancy, she was dedi- 
cated to God in the ordinance of baptism, and was the object 
of a pious mother’s prayers and tears. At the age of four, 
she was peculiarly fond of hearing religious conversation, and 
often enquired how it was possible for God to form hills, 
brooks, and trees, and give life to every living creature. 
About this time, her mother, solicitous for her spiritual wel- 
fare, embraced daily opportunities to pray withher. This 
had a desirable effect; for scarcely did a day pass but 
Rhoda attempted to perform the same duty. After she had 
been taught to read in the Testament, she expressed great de- 
light in reading the sufferings and death of Christ. ‘This was 
her glorious theme. Often did she enquire of her mother, 
‘why the Saviour could love little children.” Her earnest 
desire to become more and more acquainted with this subject 
seemed to increase, until the spring previous to her death ; 
vhen her tender mind was impressed with a sense of her con- 
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dition as aruined sinner. One day, as she sat weeping, one 
of her brothers came into the room and asked her the cause 9; 
her sadness. She replied, “Jesus has died for me, and my 
heart is so wicked I cannot love him.” To her mot hes 
she said, “ will God hear me pray if F sin against him ?” No 
answered her mother, unless you feel sorry for your sins. 
Many such questions she asked, that she might be instructed 
inthe truth. Three weeks before her dissolution, her health 
being much impaired, she was grieved that she had lost that 
freedom in prayer which she once exercised. No maternal 
ani apuiap or comforts could now soothe hersorrows. Oppres- 
sed by the burden of guilt, her weary soul could find no 
peace. As her distress of body inereased, she often burst 
— tears and exclaimed, “‘ Jesus can save a sinful child. He 

san bring me to heaven.” One evening, after having suffered 
po pain through the day, her grandmother came into the 
room and said, “‘ Rhoda, do you trust in the Saviour?” She 
replied, “1 cannot tell; for I have been very wicked.” She 
then rehearsed to her isi 1y of the promises of the Gospel 
made for those who serve God in early life, and told her to 
seek Christ before the light of another morning. ‘This con- 
versation had a salutary effect on her mind. 'The promises 
which she had just heard, influenced her to raise her incessant 
and importunate cries to heaven for mercy.. Happy season ! 
The Saviour of sinners gave audience to her i imperfect prayers, 
and shed the light of his glory into her weary soul. Her wick- 
ed heart which had prevented her from loving Jesus, was 
melted into penitence, and she began to sing, * Hosanna to the 
Son of David.” 

The next morning when she was very weak, the physician 
eame for the third time, to visit her.. He seon informed her 
and her parents, ‘hat he could entertain no hope of her re- 
covery. ‘This, however, did not agitateher mind. She said 
Jesus had forgiv en all her iniquities, and would receive her 
into heaven. Herhappy soul seemed to exult in the prospect 
of eternity, and of living forever with Christ. ‘The day pre- | 
ceding her death, her parents stood by her bed, and wept to 
see this their lovely child so fast maturing for an early grave. 
‘ But why do you weep,” said she, “ when lam about to go 
to my Saviour, who has pardoned all my sins?” "Through 
the course of the day, many prayers were offered by Chris- 
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tian friends in her behalf, and they could not help admiring 
the evidences which she gave of her union to the Lord. The 
gext morning her mother came into the room, and observing 
the image of death depicted on her countenance, said, “my 
dying child, I shall soon see your face no more. Are you not 
afraid to die and have your body moulder into dust?” She 
cave no answer, but her smiling face indicated that she en- 
joyed internal peace. She continued speechless, until she be- 
gan toystruggle for breath, when casting her last wishful look 

towards her weeping friends, she exclaimed, “I shall not 
want, for I shall see Jesus.” Soon after this, her soul was 
veleased from its earthly residence, and hailed the approach- 


ing joys of immortality. She died in the 7th year of her age. 
N, 
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THE SABBATH. 


Among the various blessings which the benevolent Crea- 
tor has bestowed upon his sinful, unworthy creatures, the in- 
stitution of the Sabbath is one of ‘the most important. It has 
a very beneficial influence upon the temporal weifare of 
mankind ; and what is of vastly more consequence, it tends, 
ina high degree, to promote their immortal interests. It 
sheds a gleam of light over the moral darkness in which the 
world is enveloped, and directs us to the regions of peace. 

To the Christian, and to the sinner, the Sabbath is alike 
important. ‘The life of the Christian is represented in Scrip- 
ture as a warfare, in which he has to contend with the de- 
ceitfulness of his own heart, the temptations of the world, and 
the devices of the great adversary of souls. To resist these 
enemies of his salvation with energy and success, he must 
indeed exercise constant watchfulness, lest he be taken una- 
wares, and fall intosin. But the Sabbath is peculiarly cal- 
culated to strengthen his faith, and invigorate his heart. The 
cares and the busiuess of the week are excluded from his 
mind, and his whole soul is absorbed in the comtemplation 
of things heavenly and divine. He feels that the hours are 
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sacred, and spends them in the delightful exercises oi dey; 
tion. W ith the saints, in whom is his delight, he goes to th, 
house of God, and holds communion with the Father of ay 
spirit. By such exercises, his graces are enlivened and hi 
heart is encouraged. The Sabbath isto the C! bristian, ai 
earnest of that eternal Sabbath of rest which he hopes to en- 
joy in the kingdom of heaven: and while he is engaged in iis 
sacred duties, he is excited to greater diligence in his course 
and animated with new vigourto pursue hig way to Zion. His 
attachment to tle world and its perishal yle pleasures is con- 
tinually weakened, and he fast ripens for the enjoyments of 
that better country, where his treasure is, and upon which all 
his affections centre. 

But to the wnconveried, no less than to the Christian, the 
Sabbath is of unspeakable importance. It has a tendency to 
call off their thoughts from the vain pursuits of sense and 
and to direct them to the cencerns of thelr sou's. 

-from business, affords ample time for -refie: 
amination; and these, by ‘the ! ‘essing of God 


the happiest results, Bat the creat import: 

bath to the sinner, arises from the preaching 

‘The preaching of the Gospel is the great mean 

Holy Spirit employs, for Ks e conversion of sinners. Multi- 
tudes of those who believe , are saved by the “ foolishness a! 


preaching.’ “The word of God is quick and powerful, 


sharper than any two edged sain s and, when faithfully 
preached, often pierces the heart of the sinner, and disposes 
him to ask with ansiety “Sawhat shail i do.to be saved | >”? ‘The 
terrors of the Lord, as exhibted -by a faithful minister, have 
brought many a bold tr unsgressor to the foot of the Cross, 
while the sweet accents of his mercy have encouraged the 
trembling desponding soul, to accept of his salvation. Con- 
sequences, then, momentous as eternity, are dependent upov 
the observance of the Sabbath. Every Sabbath is a savour 
of life, at 6 of death, to multitudes of souls. 

that day! How dreadiul will be the cans a ig of ‘those 
who neglect or despise it ! 

To you, who are in the morning of life, the manner in which 
you regard the Sabbath, is of infinite importance. It is a 
day peculiarly calculated to promote the geod of your souls 
and upon its improvement may depend your eter nal destiny. 
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«Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy,” is the com- 
sand of Jehovah ; and those who wilfully transgress it, musf 
suffer the dreadfui consequences. Though their conduct may 
be concealed from the view of others. it is not hid from the 
, » eye of God: it is registered in heaven, and they must ac- 
. count for it at the last day. Ye that are young, reverence 
the Sabbath, and the preaching of the Gospel. Avoid the 
" company of those who profane this holy day, and endeavour 
o profit by all the advantages you enjoy. And may Goc 
‘Se -anctify all your hearts, and fit you for his heavenly kingdom 
& 
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-— WALKS OF USEFULNESS 
*N AND ABO®T THE CiTY OF NEW-YORBL. 
(Continued from page 122. 


i passed on a little further, and observed two lads, abou! 
_2 years of age, deeply engaged pitching coppers. I stepped 
“ & up to them, and asked them how - they occupied their time 
“ @ during the day. One of them immediately run ajay, leav- 
» Ze ng the other to answer my question ds he pleased. I asked 
’ 2 sim if he attended school? He replied, a civil manner, ‘ no 
~ @ sir, I donot like school: 1 have sometimes been, but do not 
ike the confinement: It is much more pleasant to pitch cop- 
pers, and play at other games, than to go to school.’ * But,’ 
said 5, ‘my boy,do you always expect to be employed in this 
vay P. You are growing up in liabits of idle ness, and you 
vill fall i into vicious courses, and be miserable in this world, 
and through eternity. Itis an old maxim, “that when the devil 
ands a ‘= rson idle, he always takes him into his own em- 

ploy.” ave you ever been to the Sunday School, my lad r’ 
said I, ¢ No sir: as [cannot read so well as some who go, my 
parents would not let me go, when the committee applied te 
them. - I have often heard them say, it is nonsense to make 
such a fuss about religion ; it nay be of some use to old people, 
oat it will make young ones dull and mopish.’ ¢ Your eds 
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have wrong notions about re ligion, my boy : - Nothi ing can be 


more erroneous, than the idea that the service of God is un- 
pleasant. - He saith, “my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light: and again it is said, ‘by one of his serv ants, “his ways 
are ways of pleasantness, and all his paths are peace.” 

‘Do you know,’ said I, ‘that you have a soul which will 
never die, and be hap py or mise rable, according to the char- 
acter which you form in this world?’ "Phe little boy began to 

listen to my conversation with apparent interest, for I have 
always found that an affectionate w ay of talking to children, 
always gains their attention. As soon as I perceived that he 
was disposed to attend to my remarks, I asked hin, if he did 
not think it was sinful for boys to spend their time in idleness, 
and to grow up in ignorance, when there were such oppor tu- 
nities to gain knowledge? ‘God has told us,’ said I, 
“that the way of transgressors is hard ;” ‘that destru ction 
and misery are the portion of them who do not fear him ;” 

“that it shall be ill with the wicked, for the reward of his 
hands shall be given him.” I told him I had been acquainted 
with many boys, who began, as he had, by idling away their 
time, who had. turned out miserably 1 in the world. I observ- 
ed that the committee of the Sabbath Schools, had induced 
many to leave off their idle habits, and to forsake their nports 
on the Sabbath day, and to go to the Sabbath Schools.- ‘ Ma- 
ny.’ said I, ‘who were very reluctant to-go at first, are now 
iiehly pleased, and are emulous to excel. The change in 
their characters is very great: they are orderly, sober, and 
industrious; and some have already been recommended by 
the committee, to good places, and have the prospect of be- 
ing useful and happy.’ I perceived that my remarks had 
made an impression on the mind of the lad, and I asked him 
if he was not desirous of going to the Sabbath School? He 
said he should be giad to go, but supposed he could not now 
pe admitted. ‘ Trust the business to me, said I, ‘and meet 
me at No. — in such a street on the next Sabbath morning, 
and I will get vou in, and provide you with books: But it will 
be necessary for you to change your mode of living. You 
must have some useful employment: if your parents have no 
employment for you, and cannot afford to send you to school, 
you must persuade them to put you out to some trade, that 
you may be preparing yourself to gain an honest living in the 
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yorld. You see how many wretched beings there are in this 
«jty, and a large proportion of them may trace their wretch- 
edness to those habits of indolence which they formed in 
iheir youth.’ The little boy seemed pleased with what |} 
suggested, and promised to comply with my advice. I part- 
ed with him, at the same time silently invoked the good 
Shepherd to take him under his protection, to gather him 
vith the lambs of his flock, and to “ Jead him beside the stil! 
waters.”” 

I walked ona little further, and met a funeral procession. 
I perceived a young man, genteelly dressed, leaning over a 
post, surveying the procession, with apparent interest. [ 
stepped up to him, and in a solemn manner said to him, 
‘“ prepare to meet thy God.” For man also knoweth nos 
his time: as the fishesare taken inan evil net, and as the birds 
are caught in the snare, so are the sons of men snared in an 
evil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them.” ‘Sir,’ said 
he, ‘are you. a minister 7’ I told him, I was not: but felt it 
my duty to admonish my fellow creatures of the uncertainty 
of life, and of the importance of preparing for death ;. and 
that I had come to a resolution, to convert every event of Di- 
vine Providence into a means of doing good. ‘I hope,’ said 
{, ‘that you will not be offended at the abruptness with which 
1 addressed you, for I had no other object than the promo- 
tion of your best interests. May I be allowed to ask, what 
occupied your thoughts, at the time I spoke to you ®’ ‘I was 
at that moment reflecting on the ravages which the fever is 
making in our city ; and, for the first time in my life, felt the 
importance of that preparation which you exhorted me to 
make. I have lived in a very careless and thoughtless man- 
ner: and there are many young men in this city, who live as 
Ido.’ ‘Iam heartily glad,’ said I, ‘that your mind was so 
profitably employed ; and I hope you will not, like thousands 
of immortal beings, suffer this subject to be driven from your 
thoughts by “the pleasures of this world, the deceitfulness of 
riches, and the lusts of other things.” You may be the next 
victim to this dreadful disease. ‘‘ Be ye also ready, for in 
such an hour as ye think not, the Son of man cometh.” ” 

‘Sir,’ said the young man,‘ what must I do, that I may be 
prepared.” ‘A very important question, indeed, my young 
friend; and from the apparent solemnity with which you 
14 
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asked it, I trust you are desirous of being directed. I will 
therefore answer you, as.the Apostle answered the jailor, 
and others: “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou 
shalt be saved: Repent and believe the Gospel, and your 
sins shall be blotted out.” ” 

‘ Sir,’ said he, ‘I have always believed the Bible, my parents | 

have always taught me to believe the Bible, I go to Church 
every Sabbath day; and I cannot accuse myself of breaking 
God’s Commandments: I never stole in my life, neither do 
I take the name of God in vain; and as to dissipation, [I al- 
ways had a great abhorrence of it.’ I perceived that the 
young man was placing some dependence on his morality, I 
therefore said to him, ‘all the things you have mentioned, 
‘are good and profitable unto men,” and you have your re- 
ward for your good conduct: but you lack one thing, and un- 
less you obtain this, all your morality will be of no avail.’ 

‘ And what is that ? said he. A new heart, or in in other words, 
‘‘a humble and contrite heart,” a heart broken for sin, and 
susceptible of love to God and Jesus Christ” “ Marvel not 
that I say unto you, you must be born again.” 

The young ruler, who came to Christ, and asked him the 
same question which you asked me, possessed many amiable 
and lovely qualities ;—he had outwardly kept the command- 
ments of God, and had “ kept himself so unspotted from the 
world,” amidst the corruption which abounded in it, that 
Jesus himself ‘loved him’’—i. e. he felt an affection for him, 
which he did not, and could not feel for the hypocritical Scribes 
and Pharisees. But now this amiable youth “lacked one thing ;” 
and that was, a heart sincerely devoted to God. The issue 
showed that ‘ he loved houses and lands” more than the Sav- 
iour. ‘lhe young man listened to these remarks very atten- 
tively ; and sighing deeply, observed, ‘I believe that what 
you say has truth init. I feel myself to be ignorant of these 
things, having never given my mind to them.’ ‘ But, sir, I 
hope it is not too late to learn.’ ‘I trust not, said I. ¢ Jesus 
is willing to receive a}l that come to him. He delights in the ' 
salvation of sinners: and he declares that he “ will look unto 
him that is of a contrite spirit, and who trembleth at his word.” 
Fasked the young man if he ever attended a “ conference 
meeting *” ‘No sir,’ said he, ‘I have never thought very fa- 
yourable of such meetings ; but I believe it Is owing to preju- 
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dices I have imbibed, and to a natural distaste for religious 
things.’ ‘ Meet me,’ said I, ‘at No. — — S—t this evening, 
at 7 o’clock, and I will introduce you to a society of young men, 
who statedly meet for prayer and religious conversation. 
They will rejoice to receive you, and will render you assist- 
ance. They have made great proficiency in the knowledge 
of Christ. They are, for the most part, of the middle class in 
suciety ; but they are regarded by the Lord, “ as the excel- 
lent of the earth; and you will soon delight i in their compa- 
ny. The young man thanked me for the interest I manifest- 
ed in his welfare, and promised to go with me this evening to 
the place of social worship. I bid him “ good morning,” and 
directed my course homeward; rejoicing and praising God 
for the success, which seemed to attend my first exertions té 
do good in this way. 


COMMUNICATEG FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
DIALOGUE 
ON FASHIONABLE AMUSEMENTS. 


Almira. I am truly happy to see you, cousin Julia; 1 
hope I shall have the pleasure of your company through the 
day, as I am quite alone. 

Julia. Is your Mama from home? 

Almira. Yes: she has gore to administer help and con- 
solation to Aunt W : have you heard of the sickness of 
cousin Ann? 

Julia. I have: poor girl, my heart aches for her; by 
what I hear, her time is short. 

Almira. There is no hope of her recovery; but I think 
she is rather to be envied than pitied; she is triumphing in 
hope, and longing to depart to be with her adorable Sav- 
iour. 

Julia. How can that be? in the bloom of youth, and in 
the possession of so many attractions : she is the admiration 
and envy of all her acquaintance : no one was ever surround- 
ed with more to attach them to this world than she has. 
Almira. All this is true; but when we contrast these 
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sublunary joys with the unalloyed enjoyments of the saints in 
glory, they diminish, they shrink to nothing. Let me take 
your hat, and I will tell you all about the happy state of her 
mind. I have long wished to see you, and to converse freely 
with you. 

Julia. Tam sorry to deny you; but it is impossible for 
me to stay; I am expecting a large party this evening, and 
nave come in person to importune for your company, fearing 
if E sent a card, t should share the same fate with others who 
nave invited you to parties since your return from Miss D.’s 
school. ‘Tell me, Almira, why you thus neglect us? All 
your young friends, your former associates, are much grieved 

iat you appear so indifferent to them. We always loved 
you much; and still do; but think you have grown very 
precise and superstitious; and I beg of you again to enter 
our circles. 

Almira. I never loved my friends better than I now do; 
and be assured, my dear Julia, that you ever was, and still are, 
»eculiarly near my heart: yet I shall be compeiled to refuse 
vour invitation to make one of your circle this evening. 

Julia. I am Ric unwilling to take a denial. What can 
vour excuse be? Can you love me, and be unwilling to grat- 
ify me in this request P Why have you so secluded yourself 
‘rom society since your retnrn ? 

Almira. Whave had the best of society since my return. 
ity time has been fully occupied. My dear languishing 

usin Ann has engrossed all my time and attention. ft has 
been with reluctance that I have left her dying bec, and I 
humbly hope the lessons I have received from her lips will 
be lasting as my life. 

Julia. Now Almira I can account for your gloom. You 
have been pouring over these frightful terrors, till you have 
unfitted yourself for the enjoyments of life. 1 blame you 
not for your attention to your cousin; but has it not given 
an unfavourable turn to your mind? 

Almira. How so? what do you mean by an unfavoura- 
ble turn? The wise man says, “ it is better to go to the house 
of mourning than to the house of feasting.”’ Is it unfavoura- 
ble to our minds to be in scenes where we are taught to put 
the right estimate on things? where death, judgment and 

eternity are brought near us? 
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Julia. It is doubtless profitable, occasionally, to think of 
these things ; but the gloom that attends such reflections is 
calculated to depress our spirits and make us unsocial. ‘Turn 
from them for a day, and be entertained with the most ele- 
gant party that you have ever seen in this town. There are 
three ladies of the first rank from the city of B in town, 
come to spend the summer months with Mrs. P ; and 
for politeness sake, we must do all in our power to make 
them happy during their stay; if we do not, they will form 
a diminutive opinion of us, for at home they are accustomed 
to nothing but show and parade. 

Almira. We arecommanded not to be forgetful to enter- 
tain strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels una- 
wares; but I doubt whether your desire for entertaining the 
ladies you mention is for conscience sake; or in comphance 
with the command of God. If I thought it was, I would at- 
tend, and endeavour to profit by it. But to be serious, have 
you not seen enough of these parades to disgust you? Can 
think you shall have pure enjoyment? Is it not possi- 

le that something may happen to embitter your pleasures ? 

Julia. I have taken every precaution to prevent nrort#fi- 
cation: IT have been lecturing the servants that they may 
perform their tasks well: I have a large variety of the rich- 
est cookery: indeed I can think of nothing in my power to 
procure, but what I shall have in splendid style: and if you 
wil] tell me that you will come, every wish will be gratified. 
You have never seen the ladies, and 1 presume you would be 
pleased with them. Miss Heady is a person of superior in- 
formation. You can’t mention a book, but what she has 
read: and Miss Rattle is amusing indeed: aud Miss Light- 
mind enjoys society so much, she is all the while on the laugh. 

Almira. Enough, Julia: it grieves me exceedingly to see 
you so elated with these trifling joys; (if joys they can be 
called.) Do you think I could enjoy such a scene, after 
leaving, but yesterday, the dying bed of my beloved cousin 
and friend? Could 1 go and speak a word that would be 
profitable to my young friends, I would, with pleasure, deny 
inyself and go; but I can see but little prospect of doing them 
good; and I again tell you I cannot comply with your wish- 

es. Why, my dear girl, do you think me gloomy? Be as 
sured you have never seen me so happy as J have been since 
14* 
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my return. I hope I can truly say I have “ joys unspeaka- 
ble and full of glory.” But my views of happiness are quite 
the reverse of what they were when I left home. It has 
pleased a Sovereign God to show me the sinfulaess of such 
enjoyments as I used toseek. 

Julia. J always thought you was good enough; and I 
fear you are growing enthusiastic. I havea great respect 
for religion, and really wish I possessed it: but do you think 
it sinful to have social parties. We are made social crea- 
tures, and in order to be respected we must do as others do, 

Almira. What says the wise man? Does he not tell you 
to “ Rejoice in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee in the 
days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and 
in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou for all these things 
God will bring thee into judgment.” Iam sorry to see you 
so blinded to your own good. I can truly say I tremble for 
you. A few weeks since, cousin Ann had as good prospects 
of long life as any of us; and where isshe now? Be entreat- 
ed, my dear Julia, to consider your danger; and remember 
that this night you may be called to the bar of God; and 
what must your account be? 

Julia. You seem to think me the very “ chief of sinners” 
—but certainly you know that the young ladies of our cir- 
cle, notwithstanding they are just begiuning to taste the en- 
joyments of fashionable life, make it an object to contribute 
te benevolent purposes; and I can truly say, my heart aches 
when I contemplate the deplorable situation of the immense 
multitudes of the himan family that lie in heathenish darkness. 
{ am ‘permitted by my parents to join the various female so- 
cieties in this town; and you know there are many: but do 
you think it necessary, just as we are leaving off our leading 
strings, to shut ourselves up, and become recluses ? 

Aimira. No; Ido not wish you to become a recluse ; 
neither do I wish you to deprive yourself of one rational en- 
joyment ; but I wish you to have a correct taste, and be actu~ 
ated by right motives in what you do; and learn to use this 
world as not abusing it. I rejoice in all that the Lord has in- 
clined you to do for the heathen. All hearts are in his hands, 
and he turneth them as the rivers of water are turned. He 
will draw out of his own treasury to carry on his own work ; 


and we may truly rejoice that so many of the heathen, who, 
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but a short time since, were worshiping dumb idols, are now 


bowing to the sceptre of King Jesus, and rejoicing in hope: 
But are you willing that the Africans, the Indians, the Hot- 
tentots, and all these untutored tribes should be made Kings 
and Priests unto God, while you are shutting the King- 
dom of Heaven against * yourself’ > Itis my heart’s desire and 
prayer to God for you, that you may be led by the Spirit of 
Christ, and be saved from the wrath that awaits every impen- 
itent sinner. 
Julia. You have really become a preacher ; ; but I can 
stay to hear no more, as the time is fast spending. 
Almira. 
“ Well, if our days must fly, 
We'll keep their end in sizht ; 
We'll spend them all in wisdom's ways, 
And let them speed their flight.” 


If we could adopt this language, our days would pass pleas- 
antly. Iam sorry I cannot have the pleasure of your com- 
pany through the day; but I conclude we must part. Pre- 
sent my love to the ladies. I wish you as much enjoyment 
in your party as will be for your eternal good. Remember, 
my dear cousin, that you have an invitation to a party in the 
New Jerusalem, where all the excellent of the earth, all the 
truly honourable from all kingdoms, nations, tongues, and 
languages, shall assemble around the throne of God, where 
they shall have a fulness of joy and pleasure for evermore. If 
you refuse this invitation, or make light of it, you must be 
eternally miserable. But I must leave you with God; he 
alone is able to speak to the heart. 

(To be continued. ) 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


LETTER FROM AMELIA TO HER SISTER AP 
SCHOOL. 


Dear Sister, 
How is the happiness of the domestic circle increased, by the 
assurance that you are endeavouring to improve with diligence 
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the advantages with which indulgent parents have seen fit to 
reward the filial obedience of your early years. How gratify- 
ing is it tothe bosom of parental affection, to learn that the means 
which have been used to promote the welfare of a beloved 
child, are not likely to be lost on one, who is insensible to the 
privileges she enjoys. Next to the hope of becoming more 
extensively useful, by a proper cultivation of the intellectual 
powers, the idea of being thus accessory to the happiness 
of those who are at so much pains for our improvement, has 
ever appeared to me the most powerful incentive to industry, 
which can possibly operate on the heart of a dutiful and affec- 
tionate child, in the acquisition of human literature. Yours, 
my & ,is pre-eminently the season for improvement. You 
are now at an age, when the reasoning powers are beginning 
to exercise a controling influence over your mind, through the 
timely exertion of which, the knowledge you now acquire, is 
likely to become more valuable and lasting, than at any for- 
mer period of life. You are now too, exempt from the cares 
and perplexities which may hereafter render the acquisition 
of such knowledge, as is not the result of experience and ob- 
servation, arduous, if not impracticable. It is therefore of the 
highest importance, that you improve the present opportuni- 
ty in such a manner, as will be most likely to benefit you, 
not only in the season of youth, but also in more advanced 
life. You say your instructor thinks you have made sufficient 
progress in your studies, to become initiated into the higher 
branches of education; and you wish my opinion, whether the 
study of some one, of either the dead or living languages, 
may not be pursued with advantage. Female education, my 
dear sister, is restricted to such narrow bounds, the time 
allotted to study so limited, and the duties for which she is 
to become qualified so many and difficult, that a woman is 
not to study, so much what she is capable of learning, as that 
which is to enable her to fill up with usefulness and duty, the 
station she is to occupy in life. ‘To quote the language of a 
celebrated female writer, “‘ Her knewledge is not often like the 
learning of men, to be reproduced insome literary composition, 
nor even in any learned profession; but is to come out in con- 
duct. That kind of knowledge which is rather fitted for 
home consumption, than foreign exportation, is peculiarly 
adapted to woman.” Knowledge is not to be acquired, so 
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much in reference to the reputation of being learned, as to the 
use you are to make of it in after life. ‘Those studies, there- 
fore, should be pursued, which admit most of a practical ap- 
plication, in the subsequent discharge of social and domestic 
duties. An acquaintance with either the Latin or Greek lan- 
guage would be of little other service, than to enable you to 
understand with greater accuracy the srammar of our own. 
Many of the parts of speech adopted j in our intercourse with 
one another, have a foreign derivation, and a knowledge ot 
the language from whica they are derived might render their 
significations better understood, than the often feeble explica- 
tives of English definitions. ‘This, however, would be but 
a trifling compensation for the necessary time and ex; pense 
bestowed on their acquirement. With the classics of the an- 
cients, you are not interested to become acquainted. ‘Fhe 
writings of their poets abound with fables of the Greek and 
Roman Mythology, so mingled with the history of the heroes 
of their country, as to render it almost impossible to separate 
truth from fiction; and you would be more interested ap 
instructed with the genius they discover. ‘The labours 
modern translators have furnished us with all necés ssary ite 
formation respecting the history of those early ages, in our 
native language; so that an appeal to ancient historians 
themselves, belongs rather to the curious researcher in iitenee, 
than to the too often superficially educated female. Of what 
use would the study of Homer and Virgil, of ‘Tacitus and 
Herodotus be to the woman whose time is wholly occupied 
in the concerns of a large and burdensome family ? Would it 
lighten the toils, or alleviate the anxieties of her situation, to 
reflect that she had once been able to translate, into her na- 
tive tongue, the poets and historians of antiquity? Not at all. 
On the contrary, if possessed of any reflection, she will rath- 
er regret, that the time thus employed, had not been devoted 
to such studies, as might have enabled her to disehar ge, with- 
out confusion, the duties which now devolve upon her. Even 
where there is leisure to pursue these studies thoroughly, its 
utility may be questioned. I am well aware, that as wise a 
head, and as sound a judgment, are requisite to enable wo- 
man, to discharge aright the duties of her station, as to qualify 
man, for the proper performance of his; but I am far from 
supposing, that as much scientific knowledge is necessary 
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for the one, as for the other. A woman is not to enter into 
scholastic disputes, neither is she to investigate the possible 
powers of the human mind, as exhibited to us inthe memori- 
als of genius and erudition. She is formed rather to guide 
the infant mind in the path of virtue, to direct the first dawn- 
ings of intellect, and under the blessing of God, to lay the 
foundation for future happiness and prosperity. Neither do 
{ think, that in the humbler station which you are called to 
fill in life, it would be judicious to attempt the acquisition of 
any of the modern languages of Europe. Were you the 
daughter of some one of the most distinguished men of our 
nation, in consequence of which you were often obliged to 
mingle in the society of foreigners; or were you expecting 
to make the tour of Europe; it might then become expedi- 
ent to acquaint yourself with the most important languages 
of the continent. But even then, the difficulty of obtaimirg a 
foreign idiom, among the learned of our own country, would 
render italmost impossible to acquire that readiness of speech, 
sO necessary in our intercourse with the inhabitants of other 
nations. Far be it from me, my sister, to suppose that the 
narrow limits to which our female predecessors were restrict- 
ed, furnish any reason why the present generation should not 
be more liberally educated. ‘The question is not, whether 
our mothers and grandmothers were useful members of soci- 
ety, but whether they were as extensively useful as they might 
have been, had their views and understandings, on moral and 
intellectual subjects, been more liberal and enlightended. In 
the primitive days of New-England, the knowledge of females 
was confined to reading, writing and arithmetic; and those 
who aspired to higher attainments, were content with a little 
needle-work, painting, filligree, or music; mere superficial 
accomplishments, which neither tended to embellish the un- 
derstanding, nor fit them for the duties of life. It is however 
to be feared that females at the present day, in bursting the 
fetters of prejudice, and anxious to escape the imputation of 
ignorance, are leaning to another extreme, if not equally 
fastidious, at least equally inconsistent with the duties of their 
station: viz. a desire of being thought learned. To you, I 
am persuaded, there are numerous other branches of educa- 
tion, of far higher importance, than the acquisition of either 
the dead or living languages. 





The study of History, Logic, - 
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Natural and Moral Philosophy, Rhetoric and Mathematics, 
may be pursued with profit and advantage. ‘That of Chem- 
istry too, as it is applicable to those rules of domestic economy 
which it is the peculiar province of woman to exercise, may 
be rendered highly beneficial. In short, whatever relates to the 
objects with which we are conversant, which may enlighten 
our views and increase our usefulness, may with propriety be 
adopted into the system of female education. I have thus, my 
sister, briefly endeavoured to comply with your request. The 
narrow bounds of a letter do not admit of that ample discus- 
sion of the subject which its importance demands : neither 
do I feel myself competent to do it justice, even in a more elab- 
orate production. If the hints w hich I have suggested, serve 
to direct you in the proper improvement of your time, I shall 
feel abundantly compensated for inscribingthem. As it will 
probably be long before I shall again be at leisure to resume 
my pen, I cannot dismiss the subject without reminding you 
of one important consideration, to which all your pursuits 
ought ever to be directed: viz. the glory of God: a conside- 
ration, which, unhappily for mankind, is too often made to give 
place to those of far less importance. It is a lamentable fact, 
that education is generally obtained, more with a view of se- 
curing our respectability here, than of adding to our happi- 
ness hereafter. Instead of cultivating our talents, and im- 
proving our opportunities, for the sake of him to whom 
we are indebted for their bestowment, how often are they 
made the ministers of unrighteousness, and the vile procurers 
of our own sensual gratifications. Ifthe tear of sorrow has 
ever stained the faithful archives of heaven, it has doubtless 
been shed for those, who, in being blessed with the highest 
mental endowments, have perverted them to the vilest pur- 
poses. How is the character of man enstamped with the 
strongest lineaments of depravity, when with a mind illumin- 
ed with the beams of scienence, with intellectual powers to 
scan the heavens, and analyze the meanest substance of earth, 
he is still insensible to the nobler perfections of his Creator ; 
still lost to every glow of gratitude ; still the veriest blockhead 
in Creation, as it respects that knowledge which is to wake 
him “ wise unto salvation.” On the imp:vvement of our 
mental faculties in this life, depends 4 great measure of our 
happiness in that which is te come. The more enlarged 
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our capacities are, the greater our enjoyment; and when we 
reflect that in the present life our misery too is rendered 
more exquisite by their expansion, methinks it were almost 
sufficient to deter us from improving them, were it not for the 
assurance, that in the world of blessedness they will ail be 
filled with rapturous and unmingled felicity. Let me then, 

dear sister, affectionately urge, that all your studies be ulti- 
mately directed to this great end of our being. Make this 
the propelling motive to action in all that you do. Suffer no 
imferior bias to direct your mind; but remember, in propor- 
tion as you advance in knowledge here, (provided you devote 
this knowledge, to its proper use) will be your happiness 
hereafter. 

The manner which our Divine Lawgiver has specified for 
the manifestation of our love to him, is love to our fellow be- 
ings. By administering to their necessities, we shall best ev- 

idence our attachment to the divine di spensation. Not in the 
cold hearted charity which is content to provide a few of the 
necessaries of this life; but in that active benevolence, which 
is more assiduous to secure the ete rnal, than temporal happi- 
ness of its recipient. Were the period of our existence lim- 
ited to this obscure corner of the universe, were we assured 
that death is an eternal sleep; even then, (for such is 
the constitution of the human mind, \ our happiness were 
greatly increased, were we early taue ht to consider, and 
did we daily exert our time, our taleuts, and our oppor- 
tunities, in contributing to the happiness of those around 
us. But when we consider, that the rapid flight of time 
is only wafting us nearer to eternity, and that on its proper 
improvement depends our happiness or misery through eter- 
nal years, surely every motive which can. possibly influence 
a rational mind, is here exhibited to win our obedience to 
the law of love. ‘* Honour thy father and thy mother is the 
first commandment with promise :”’ and © | ay it be your di- 
vine ambition so to obey it, that you may receive its fulfil- 
ment in this life, and be rewarded wa h life ever! lasting in 
that which is to come.- Maintain an habitual reverence for 


parental suthority, and let it be your constant endeavour to 
promote their happiness by cyery endearing kindness and 
attention. W hat namelese ‘ Lis re se S } ind y ou to these wate h- 


jul guardians of your « hildise ‘od. Through all the helpless. J 
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stages of life, they fostered and supported you from the first 
dawning of existence, to the present moment; and are stil] 
contributing to your enjoyment by every means in their 
power. In turn, it may be yours “to rock the cradle of de- 
clining years,” to support their feeble steps, and bear with 
all the sad imfirmities of decayed and wasting nature. Or 
what is not improbable, you may be called to witness their 
departure from this vale of tears, and be thrown an orphan 
on the world, ere the period of womanhood has matured 
your judgment and invigorated your understanding. Amid 
such scenes, how will it cheer the desponding soul to be ena- 
bled to look beyondthis world of sin and sorrew, to a Father 
in heaven, whose existence is unimpaired by time, and unas- 
sailable by death. How full of consolation is the thought, 
that in every hour of trial his “grace shall be sufficient for 
us.” O my sister, how are the trials and calamities of life 
divested of their poignancy, when with the fullest confidegce in 
that Almighty Being whose goodness is as infinite as Hi wis. 
dom is unimpeachable, the tempest tost voyager can say 
with humble resignation, “even so father, for so it seemeth 
good in thy sight.” May the spirit of truth enable ycu “ so 
to number your days, that you may apply your heart unto 
wisdom ;” for blessed are all they who walk in the light of all 
God’s commandments. That this Almighty Parent may be- 
stow on us both “the spirit of adoption,” whereby we may 


ery “ Abba Father,” is the fervent prayer of your sister, 
AMELIA. 


GOMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


‘«¢ And what is like the tear that gently flows 
Down Pity’s cheek at thought of others woes.” 


it was on a cold frosty morning in November, in one of 
my customary walks, that I was overtaken by an interesting 
little girl, whose thin, tattered garments and wo-worn coun- 
tenance appealed to my heart in the supplicating language of 
poverty and distress. 

I made several inquiries respecting her situation, and soon 
found, by her intelligent account of herself, that she had seen 
15 
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better days—days of prosperity and happiness forever fled. 
She had a home, a kind and indulgent father, an affectionate 
mother, a dear only brether—they were surrounded by every 
thing that could render life happy; but the storms of adver- 
sity beat heavily upon them, and swept their happiness into 
oblivion. One misfortune after another depressed the spirits 
and destroyed the health of the father, until he was unable to 
sustain the weight of accumulated evils, and sunk into an un- 
timely grave. ‘The partner of his joys and sorrows, became 
sick and unhappy—the prospect of leaving her two fatherless, 
homeless children, alone and unprotected in such a world of 
irialand of sorrow, caused many a bitter pang: and little Anna 
says, she shall never, never forget the moment when, raising 
her eyes, and clasping their hands, she exclaimed, ‘Oh! hear 

a dying mother’s prayer, and take these dear orphans under 
thy protection, Thou Father of the fatherless!’ I mingled 

my tears with those of the interesting little orphan, and de- 
cern@imeds that I would never again “ spend money for that 
which is net bread, nor for that which satisfieth not.” 

Oh! you that are surrounded with all the enjoyments of 
wealth and domestic comforts, and blest with health and hap- 
piness, remember that many poor children once enjoyed the 
same, whom you pass by, unpitied and almost unnoticed. 
Oh! do not steel your young hearts against the cry of the 
needy, but cherish in your minds the principles of kindness, 
benevolence and liberality, which will secure you a rich re- 
ward in your own feelings, and what is a still higher induce- 


ment, they will obtain the favour of your heavenly Benefactor. 
A, S. K. 


ee me 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


ARRIVAL OF THE PALESTINE MISSION AT SMYRNA. 


We are happy to inform our readers, that Messrs Fisk and 
Parsons arrived safely at Smyrna, in the forepart of January. 
They were greatly encouraged to proceed in.their work. 
Though they touched at Malta, they were not permitted to 
land, unless they would stay 15 days at quarantine. They had 
an interesting interview with Mr. Jowett, who conversed with _ 
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ihem from a boat, though he was not permitted to come on 
board. Further particulars may be expected in our next 
number.—Panoplist. 


— 
REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Extract of a letter from a young gentleman in Kinsman > 
Ohio, dated February 23, 1820. 


A great work of the Lord in turning sinners to himself, is 
now advancing in this region. Many 'Towns on the Reserve 
are signally visited, and many precious souls gathering around 
the standard of the Cross, hopefully brought out of nature’s 
darkness into the marvellous light of grace. For severa! 
weeks past, a solemn attendance on the means of grace ha: 
increased among this people, and last week opened upon v 
a pleasing, and in some respects, a remarkable revival oj i. 
ligion. On Sabbath evening in a crowded ¢onference, a nuin- 
ber of young people publicly requested an interest in the 
prayers of God’s people. The whole assembly was deeply 
affected ; and from that time, the arrows of conviction fell fast 
around ; and the professed friends of Christ have been almest 
literally compelled every evening, and repeatedly in the day, 
to meet with anxious sinners, who as a cloud flock from all 
parts of the settlement for instruction, &c. 

On Wednesday evening, some of the pleasant fruits began 
to appear in the hopeful conversion of afew. Nearly or quite 
all of those who first requested prayers, are now, with some 
others, hopefully rejoicing in Christ their Saviour. ‘The last 
week exhibited scenes of which [ had no idea, from the most 
powerful revivals of which I have read in this wonderful age of 
the Church; and I trust the good work is now ina favourable 
state of progression. The first shock (for it was such) is pas- 
sed, and we look around, with amazement on what the Lord 
has done. 

For the multitude now deeply impressed, 1 cannot but en- 
tertain strong anxieties. O! that the good Spirit may not be 
driven from us. From the next town south, I learn that the 
scenes here witnesed last week, are there renewed this week. 
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These things have overreached our faith—I had almost said 
our prayers; and I tremble, lest there be not room in the hearts 
of Christians for so great a blessing. 


Extract of a letter to the Editors of the Christian Watch- 
man, dated Pawtucket, R. I. March 29, 1819. 


By the request of one of your friends, I transmit to youa hasty 
summary statement of the surprising work of grace, which is 
now going on in Providence, aud its vicinity. I cannot detail 
the particulars of this powerful and very interesting revival, 
which it is acknowledged, by old and experienced ministers, 
exceeds any work of the kind, that was ever witnessed in the 
town be fore, both for its rapidity and extent, and for its con- 
vincing force on the minds of the people at large. It is now 
but about three months since the first dawnings of it com- 
manent, and but about two months, or hardly so long, since it 

ssumed the appearance of spreading extensively ; ; and I have 
this day ascertained, by my own enquiries, and from those of 
a frieud of whom I solicited assistance, that about three hun- 
dred ae fifty persons, have either been admitted to mem- 
berslu ip, in eigut diflerent charches, of four denominations, or 
cise so passed examinations in their different modes, and 
nave been recognized as suitable candidates for church-mem- 
rship: And as the work Is progressing, to all appearance, 
with unabating force, and new converts are daily coming for- 

ward with songs of praise, there must be a large number of 
hopeful believers who have not as yet applied for member- 
ship, and who have not of course been reckoned in the above 
statement; but how many I cannot ascertain. 

ff this good work should spread for a number of months to 
come, as it has for two months past, the town of Providence 
would present a striking illustration of the prediction of Jere- 
miah, that, they shall all know theLord from the least even 
unto the greatest. 

In the town of Bristol, a very powerful and precious work 
has for some weeks prev ailed, and a large number, probably 
apace here from one to two hundred, have become its hope- 
ful su jeets. 
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In Warren, also, a similar work has lately commenced, an | 
has assumed a very promising appearance. 

In Swanzey, instances of conversion have been very fre- 
quent for some time past. | 

In the upper part of Smithfield, at a large Cotton Factory 
establishment, a pleasing work has lately begun, and bids fair 
to spread extensively. 

And the same may be said of the town of Warwick, where 
not far from twenty have lately been brought to hope in the 
Saviour. 

All these places are within twenty miles of Providence. 

This day I have received a letter from the Rev. Mr. Elton, 
Pastor of the 2d Baptist Church in Newport, in which he 
says,—** The Lord has been pleased to pour out his Spirit 
upon this place, and more than fifty persons in my congrega- 

tion are under serious impressions.” 


From the same to the same dated April 19. 


I wish you to insert, in your paper, the joyful intelligence, 
that the reformation in Providence, of which I gave a short 
account a few weeks since, has at length entered the College, 
and is there spreading in a most powerful and pleasing man- 
ner. There had been some hopeful appearances before, but 
it is but about a week since the work broke forth, and its pro- 
gress has indeed been rapid and peculiar. Nearly all the 
students are apparently uader very deep impressions, and 
from twelve to twenty have found delivering mercy. ‘They 
have meetings continually for conference and prayer. Yes- 
terday I spent the day in that highly favoured Institution. 
All over the College, religion is the topic of discourse. Some 
are rejoicing, and others are mourning and enquiring. ‘Their 
studies are nearly all suspended, since the work commenced, 
and the officers have full employ in conversing with them on 
the concerns of the soul and eternity. Yesterday they had a 
most solemn and interesting meeting for conference and ex- 
hortation, at 1 o’clock, P. M. over which the President pre- 
sided, and nearly all the College present,—the season was 
ealm and joyful, and yet solemn as the grave. 

May the Lord pour out his Spirit upon all the Colleges of 
our land. 


A 


15 
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Extract of a Letter to the Editors of the Christian Watch- 
man, dated South-Reading, April 13, 1820. 


I have the pleasure to state, that for a few months past 
God has been appearing in his glory to build up Zion in this 
town and vicinity. In this place between sixty and seventy 
have been hopefully born again. ‘These are principally in 
the morning of life, and appear much engaged in praising 
God, and exhorting their fellow youth to forsake their sins, to 
flee from the wrath to come, and te go with them in the way 
of holiness to a world of uninterrupted bliss. They all bear 
witness from experience to the truth of Solomon’s observation 
respecting wisdom: Her ways are ways of pleasantness and. 
all her paths are peace. 

Many more are anxiously inquiring What must we do? O 
may what we have aiready witnessed be but as the dawn of 
a long and pleasant day, the preluding drops of a copious and 
wide spread shower, or the first ripe fruit of a rich and exten- 
sive harvest. 

Few of the subjects of this work have as yet united with 
either of the Churches in this town. And as I shall proba- 
bly give to the public at some future period a detailed ac- 
count of the commencement, progress, and extent of the re- 
formation, I will say no more respecting it now. One prin- 
cipal object which I have in writing this sketch, is to re- 
quest all christians, into whose hands it may fall, to pray for 
the continuance and increase of this glorious work. 

In Malden about one hundred, it is thought, have, within 
3ix weeks, passed from death unto life. This work has been 
principally among the Methodists, in the north part of the 
town, about three miles from this place. 

In Sangus also a goodly number have recently been deliv- 
ered from the power of darkness, and translated into the 
kingdom of God’s dear Son. 

In Stoneham a revival has just commenced. Very many 
are under deep impressions of a serious nature, and four or 
five have already been led to rejoice in the Almighty Friend 
of sinners. 

In Lynnfield’a reformation has commenced. About 
twelve or fifteen have,.as it is charitably hoped, been brought 
from darkness into marvellous light. , 
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Extract of a letter from the Rev. R. Burrows, of Groton, 
to his friend in Hartford, dated February 2, 1820. 


In relation to the work of God’s grace among us, it stil! 
pregresses, and has already exceeded our utmost expecta- 
tions. It has now almost a general spread through the south 
society in this town, and a great proportion of the families are 
partakers in this good work ; aad in some large families not an 
individual is left without an apparent “good hope through 
grace.” The houses insome neighbourhoods for a time have 
truly resembled the tabernacles of Ham in the land of Egypt, 
on that doleful night when the Pascal Lamb was slain, and 
where its blood was not found, whose lamentations have since 
been changed through the sprinkling of that blood signified, 
not on their door posts, but on their hearts; to that quietude 
and peace, experienced by the Goshenites. 

One circumstance I would mention, of a large school in 
this society, which a few weeks ago was the most unman- 
ageable of any one in it; so much so, that the teacher made 
several applications for a dismission. Since which, it is sup- . 
posed that from one third to one half of all its scholars, to- 
gether with their instructor, havé experienced religion. I at- 
tended a meeting there the week before last, when it was ob- 
served by some one speaking, that more than forty then pres- 
ent of that neighbourhood,had within a few days, experienced 
religion. * ‘There are already added to us since this werk be- 
gan, about ninety, and they are continually dropping in. We 
have still a prospect of a great harvest. 


Extract from a letter to a gentleman in N. H. dated “ Deer 
Isle,* Feb. 9, 1820. 


“The Lord is accomplishing a great and glorious work of 
divine grace on this Island of the sea. ‘There are about two 
thousand inhabitants in this township, which includes the 
whole Island. 


* A small island on the east side of Penobscot Bay, in Maine, about 
2? miles from Castine, It composes a town of the same name, 
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When I came here, in October, I soon found some plain, 
sensible, devout christians, fathers and mothers in Israel. 
They seemed to me like old pilgrims, well acquainted with 
the way to Canaan; but they had hung their harps on the 
willow and were mourning over the desolate condition of Je- 
rusalem. In general, the people were awfully insensible of 
eternal realities ; two or three appeared to be serious in con- 
sequence of losing near relatives. The attention began to 
make its appearance the first of December and progressed 
slowly for a number of weeks; of late it has become more 
general and powerful. We have religious meetings every 
day or every evening in the week, and the assemblies are 
crowded ; people flock together from all parts of the Island. 
At an evening conference I have observed females present, 
who came two or three miles, in a bad snow path, on foot ; 
such was their anxiety to hear what they must do to be saved. 
About fifteen have already, in the judgment of charity, pas- 
sed from death unto life. Perhaps thirty are in distressing 
anxiety for the salvation of their souls. New cases of conyic- 
tion and hopeful conyersion are continually occurring. 


In Byfield and South-Reading, Mass. revivals are begun, 
and the prospects are encouraging. In the former town fifty 
or sixty give evidence of a saving change, and in the latter, 
many are rejoicing in the Saviour. In both these instances, 
itis said that the good work commenced in schools under the 
care of pious teachers—a fact worthy of great consideration. 
In Bradford lower parish, fifty have recently been added to 
the Church. In New-Bedford, and the adjoining town, Fair- 
haven, is a distinguished display of sovereign grace. In the 
former place are reckoned more than one hundred hopeful 
converts. In Chester and Hardwick in the same state, is a 
similar work. In the latter town are more than one hundred 
converts, and in the former one hundred and twenty have 
been received into the Church, and the work continues. 




























Christian Fortitude. 


CHRISTIAN FORTITUDE. 


A poor little African negro, only ten years of ege, went 
to hear the preaching of one of the missionaries, and became, 
through his instrumentality, a convert to the Christiat reli. 
gion. His master (an inveterate enemy of missions) hear- 
ing of it, commanded him never to go again, and declar- 
ed he would have him whipped to death if hedid. The poor 
little boy, in consequence of this mandate, was very misera- 
ble. He could scarcely refrain from going, yet knew that 
his death would be inevitable if he did. In this critical situ- 
ation he sought direction and assistance at the throne of grace ; 
and after having done this, he felt convinced that it was his 
duty still to attend, but to be careful that this should never in- 
terfere with his master’s business, and for the rest to leave 
himself in the hands of God. He therefore went, and on his 
return was summoned to his master’s presence, and after much 
violent language, he received five-and-twenty lashes; and 
then, in a sarcastic tone of blasphemous ridicule, his master 
exclaimed, “What can Jesus Christ do for you now?” “ He 
enables me to bear it patiently,” said the poor child. . “Give ° 
him five-and-twenty lashes more,” cried the cruel wretch. 
He was obeyed. “ And what can Jesus Christ do for you 
now ?” asked the unfeeling monster. ‘‘ He helps me to look 
forward to a future reward,” replied the little sufferer. 
“‘ Give him five-and-twenty lashes more,” vociferated the in- 
human tyrant in a transport of rage. ‘They complied; and 
while he listened with savage delight to the extorted groans of 
his dying victim, he again demanded, “What can Jesus 
Christ do for you now?” The youthful martyr, with the last 
effort of expiring nature, meekly answered, “ He enables me 
to pray for you, Massa,” and instantly breathed his last!!! 


ANECDOTE, 


JuLia, a little African girl, under the care of the Church 
Missionary Society, giving an account, on some occasion, of 
one of the school children having beaten her, was asked, 
‘¢ Well, and what did youdo? Did you beat her again?” Ju- 
lia answered,— “No; Ileft itto GOD.” 
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Poetry. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


THE VOICE OF WISDOM, 


ACCORDING TO PROVERBS, 1ST AND 8TH CHAPTERS: 


Lo, heavenly Wisdom cries aloud, 
She stands in public ways, 

And to the heedless passing crowd, 
Her eloquence displays. 


From lofty hills and ancient towers, 
And by the city gates, 

Or, frequent at the opening doors, 
She thus expostulates. 





To you, O sons of men, I call, 
Let none my voice despise ; 

Ye wayward youth, ye wanderers all, 
Come, listen and be wise. 


No false, delusive dreams I teach, 
Nor ought perverse or wrong 5 

An idle, vain, deceptive speech, 
Is hateful to my tongue. 


My words are knowledge, truth and grace, 
‘For man’s great good design’d ; 

The counsels which my lips embrace, 
Are treasures most refin’d. 


Not heaps of purest golden ore, 
Nor rubies brignt and fair, 

Can vie with the celestial store, 
Which Wisdom doth prepare. 


O hear and live, be wise and blest, 
Fear God, and let your souls have rest. 


The ways in which blind fools are driven, 
I hate, I cannot love ; 

But all that’s good, on Earth, in Heaven, 

{ dictate and approve. 














Poetry. 


By me, the king his empire guides, 
And nobles frame good laws ; 

By me, the righteous judge presides, 
And balances his cause. 


¥ love all those, whose hearts embrace 
The glow of piety ; 

But youth who early seek my face, 
Are doubly dear to me. 


I listen to their suppliant voice, 
And to their view, I hold 

Garlands of pure, unfading joys, 
Immortal crowns of gold. 


Mere worldly wealth and pomp shall die, 
And in the grave their votaries lie ; 

But my rich gifts shall still endure, 
When all that’s earthly is no more. 


Jehovah claim’d me, as his own, 
Ere time began to be; 

Before his wondrous works were known, 
From all eternity. 


Sefore the expansive deep he spread, 
Or laid the solid earth ; 

Ere hills or mountains rear’d their head, 
Was my celestial birth. 


When, by his arm Omipotent, 
He rais’d the vaulted firmament; 

When he describ’d a circle round, 

To mark the Sea’s perpetual bound ; 
When Ocean heard his dread command, 
Ne’er to encroach upon the land ; 

tn that august, eventful hour, 

I view’d the wonders of his power; 

At his right hand, admiring stood, 

And saw that all was great and good. 
He plac’d me ever in his sight, 
A constant, a supreme delight ; 














































Poetry. 


As in the bosom of his love, 
I dwelt and smil’d in Heaven above. 


When first he fram’d the human race, 
Stamping his image on their face, 

I made tem my chief care and joy, 
To bless them, was my fond employ. 


(nd though, involv’d in guilt, they feil. 
{ mourn their fate and love them still, 
Pointing the way to escape from Hell. 
Then hear, my sons, be wise, and blest, 
O turn, and let your souls have rest. 


Happy the man, with motives pure, 
Who stands at Wisdom’s gates; 

Or, knocking at her sacred door, 
With earnest longing waits. 


To be my guest, and taste my joys, 
Is bliss divine, supreme ; 

But those who still contemn my voice, 
Shall find their hopes, a dream. 


Ye sinners proud, can ne’er be bless’d, 
Obdurate souls shall find no rest. 

Because I call and ye refuse, 

And all my kindest words abuse, 

Spurn at my sceptre mild, and swear, 
Never to turn, submit, nor fear, 

Your doom is seal’d. Destruction waits 
To hail you at his iron gates. 

When misery shall your hearts appal, 

In vain for mercy shall ye call. 

When storms of wrath divine shall spread 
Black horrors o’er your guilty head, 

Your shrieks of anguish, woe, despair, 
Shall find no entrance to mine ear. 

The seeds of sin and sorrow, thickly sown, 
Shall yield a baleful harvest, all your own; 
No hope or mercy can to those be given, 


Who slight my gracious calls, the calls of Heaven 
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